Russian and Religious Liberty. 
From The Academy. 
The only dissenters that the Orthodox 
Church has ever tolerated with any degree 
of good will have been the actual pagans 


_—-_ ace 


from the frozen North and the Mohamme- ` 
dans. Neither of these can be charged > 


with the crime of attempting to pervert 
others from the Orthodox faifh. To speak 
plainly, the vaunted toleration of the Rus- 


sian Government has always been of a 
peculiar character. No dissenting body has 
suffered more than the Uniats, and yet they 
differ from their Orthodox brethren only ir: 
acknowledging the supremacy of the Pope 
of Rome. M. Leroy-Beaulieu tells us that 
“ everything was put in operation against 
them—fines, imprisonment, flogging, con- 
fisention of their property, exile, and tor- 
ture.’ We are a Protestant people, and 
the martyrdom of the Uniat Church ap- 
pealed but slightly to British sympathies. It 
is otherwise with the martyrdom of the 
Reforming bodies. - 

About the same time (1877) as the Uniat 
persecution, the persecution of the Stund- 
ists began, and has continued, increasing in 
cruelty, to the present day. The Stundists 
are, roughly speaking, 250,000 of peas- 
ants; the Jews are 5,000,000 or 6,009,000. MT. 
Thompson tells the pitiful tale of -Jew- 
baiting with sympathy and moderation. 
Here the Russian Government have ap- 
pealed to what is worst in human nature, 
and though they have escaped being Sent 
‘to Coventry by the French and English 
Hebrew capitalists, they have not escaped 


economic punishment. The harrying. of the . 


Jews is generally admitted to be.one of the 


causes of the growth of poverty of the Rus- | 
sion people. M. Ewera mentions that, after 


the. expulsion of the Jews trom Moscow, 
the rate of interest in private pawnshops 
rose from 25 to 200 per cent. per annum. 
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